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the bridal bouquet
Orchids and roses in shades  

of gold, green and orange  
were vibrant and fun. 

melanie
&

gavin
San Luis Obispo   ·  September 6

photography by Cameron Ingalls, Inc. 

Brangelina, meet Melvin. 

That’s the clever moniker 

that friends of Melanie Usas (28 and a graphic 

designer) and Gavin Crabb (29 and in financial 

services) came up with to refer to the college 

sweethearts. The couple first met at a house  

party, when he was a sophomore and she was a  

freshman at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. Nearly  

seven years later, while driving home from LA  

(where they were living at the time) for Memorial  

Day weekend, one of their car mates (who was in  

on the secret) lied and said he needed to swing by 

their alma mater for a professor’s signature. Even 

though that was unlikely since they’d graduated 

years before, they obliged by stopping by campus. 

While taking in the gorgeous scenery in front of 

Melanie’s old dorm, Gavin got down on one knee 

and proposed. —Tia Albright  
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the first dance
Melanie and Gavin danced to “Lost 

in This Moment,” by Big & Rich, 
which the band learned especially 

for the couple’s first dance. 

the centerpieces
Orange-and-white printed paper 

wrapped around glass vases tied in 
the color palette, while chocolate 

cosmos and yellow and orange 
roses filled the centerpieces. 

ceremony site South Palisades Park, Pismo 

Beach, (805) 773-7039

reception site Holland Ranch,  

San Luis Obispo, (805) 459-9222

photography Cameron Ingalls, Inc., San Luis 

Obispo, CameronIngalls.com 

consultants Jonnell Gailey and Niki Martin, 

Events Redefined, Morro Bay, (805) 550-7363

officiant Rev. Dirk Damonte, Los Altos United 

Methodist Church, Los Altos, (650) 948-1083

gown Angelina Faccenda, RK Bridal,  

New York, NY, (212) 947-1155 

shoes J.Crew, JCrew.com 

hair ‘Sunnie’ Brook Jones, Reveal Salon,  

San Luis Obispo, (805) 543-5869

makeup Reveal Salon, San Luis Obispo,  

(805) 543-5869

bridesmaid dresses J.Crew, JCrew.com 

formalwear Suits: Needle King, Thailand;  

ties: Countess Mara, Macy’s, Macys.com

stationery Melanie Usas Graphic Design, 

Hoboken, NJ, (805) 748-4861 

flowers Adornments Flowers, San Luis Obispo, 

(805) 543-3948

rental equipment Got You Cover’d,  

San Luis Obispo, (805) 541-8368

catering Phoenix Fine Catering,  

San Luis Obispo, (805) 544-4889

ceremony music Kevin Stewart,  

The San Francisco Saxophone Quartet,  

San Francisco, SFSaxQuartet.com

reception music San Luis Jazz Band,  

San Luis Obispo, (805) 481-3197

cupcakes Cakes by Judy, Paso Robles,  

(805) 239-3885

favors Donation to The American Cancer 

Society, Cancer.org 

honeymoon St. Lucia 

their ingredients


